
New CMS Modifiers for Distinct Procedural Services (59 Modifier) 

Effective January 1, 2015 CMS has defined four new HCPCS modifiers to selectively identify subsets 
of Distinct Procedural Services (-59 modifier) as follows: 

• XE Separate Encounter, A Service That Is Distinct Because It Occurred During A Separate 
Encounter  

• XS Separate Structure, A Service That Is Distinct Because It Was Performed On A Separate 
Organ/Structure  

• XP Separate Practitioner, A Service That Is Distinct Because It Was Performed By A Different 
Practitioner  

• XU Unusual Non-Overlapping Service, The Use Of A Service That Is Distinct Because It Does 
Not Overlap Usual Components Of The Main Service  

References:   MLN Matters® Number: MM8863 & CMS Transmittal 1422 

 

 

http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNMattersArticles/Downloads/MM8863.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Transmittals/Downloads/R1422OTN.pdf

